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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service

50 CFR Part 17

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; Finding on a Petition to
List the Mexican Spotted Owl as
Threatened or Endangered

AGENCY: FishandWildlife Service.
Interior.
ACTION: Noticeof petitionfinding and
initiation of statusreview.

SUMMARY: The U.S. FishandWildlife
Service(Service)announcesa90-day
finding for apetition to amendtheList
of EndangeredandThreatenedWildlife
andPlants.Thepetition hasbeenfound
to presentsubstantialinformation
indicatingthat listing theMexican
spottedowl (Strixoccidentalis1cc/do)

asa threatenedor er.da~geredspecies
maybewarranted.A s~3tusreviewis
initiated.
DATES: Thefinding annonncedin this
noticew~ismadeFebruary27, 1990.Any
currentlyavailableinformationshould
be submittedby April 27, 1990. Newly
acquiredinformationshouldbe
submittedby October22, 1990, to be
incorporatcdinto the 1 yearfiading on
thispetition. The Servicewill accept
informationon thestatisof the Mexican
spottedowl at anytime.
ADDKESSES Information,comments,or
questionsshouldbesul)mittedto the
Field Supervisor.U.S. FishandWildlife
Service,EcologicalServicesField Office.
3530PanAmericanHighway.NE, Suite
D, Albuquerque,NewMexico87107.The
petition, findings, supportingdata,and
commentsareavailablefor public
inspection,by appointmentduring
normalbusinesshoursat theabove
address.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
JohnPeterson,Field Supervisor,at the
aboveaddress(505/883—7877 orFTS
474—7877).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:.

Background

Section4(b)(3)(A)of the Endangered
SpeciesAct (Act) of 1973,a~amended
(16U.S.C. 1531 et 9eqj.requiresthat the
Servicemakea finding on whethera
petitionto list, delist, or reclassifya
speciespresentssubstantialscientificor
commercialinformationindicatingthat
the petitionedactionmaybewarranted.
To themaximumextentpracticable,this
finding is to bemadewithin 90 daysof
the receiptof thepetition,andthe
finding is to be publishedpromptly in
the FederalRegister.If the finding is
positive, theServiceis also requiredto
promptly commencea statusreviewof
the species.

Dr. RobinD. Silversubmitteda
petitionto the Serviceto list the
Mexicanspottedowl (Strixoccidentalis
lucida) asa threatenedor endangered
species.The petitionwasdated
December21, 1989,andwasreceivedby
the Serviceon December22, 1989.

TheMexicanspottedowl occursin
thesouthwesternU.S. andMexico. In
the U.S., thebird is foundpredominately
in themountainsof NewMexicoand
Arizona, southernUtahandColorado,
andwesternTexas.In Mexico the bird
is foundin the SierraMadre Occidental
andSierraMadreOrientalfrom the
U.S.-Mexicoborderto theStateof
Michoacan.The reportednestingand
breedinghabitatfor thebird in theU.S.
is mixedconifer or ponderosapine!
Gambeloakforeststhathavethe
following characteristics:multi-storied

stands,moderatelyclcsedto closed
canopy,largetrees,andstand
decadenceasindicatedby thepreaence
of mistletoe,brokentreetops,tree heart
rot, standingdeadtrees,andfallen logs.
The amountof suitablehabitatin the
U.S. is estimatedat slightly more than
3,000,000acres.This amountof habitat
representsasignificantportion of the
Mexican spottedowl’s range.Nincty
percentof thesuitableU.S. habitat
occurson NationalForestlands
administeredby theU.S. ForestService.

The U.S. ForestServiceconducted
intensiveinventoriesin 1988and1989 to
locateMexican spottedowls on
NationalForestlandsin Arizona arid
NewMexico.Approximately1,C00.000
acreswereinventoriedanda total of 337
spottedowl territorieswereidentified.
A territory refersto anareaoccupiedby
asingleowl or pairof owls. Fromthese
data.the ForestServicehasestimated
thatNationalForestlandsin the two
statescontain660 (+1—200)pairsof
Mexicanspottedowls.

Thepetitionstatedthat the Mexican
spottedowl meritslisting undertheact
becausecurrentpopulationnumbersare
low, essentialhabitat is facing
widespreadpresentandthreatened
destruction,andexistingregulatory
mechanismsfor protectionare
inadequate.Thepetitionprovided
information indicatingthat present
ForestServicepoliciesmaynot provide
the type of managementneededto
sustainviableowl populationson
National forestlands,whichconstitute
mostof thesuitableMexicanspotted
owl habitat in theU.S.

After areviewof thepetition,
referencescited therein,andinformation
otherwiseavailableto theService,the
Servicehasfound thatthepetition
presentssubstantialinformation
indicatingthat listing theMexican
spottedowl asathreatenedor
endangeredspeciesmay bewarranted.
This finding initiatesa statusreviewfor
theMexicanspottedowl asrequired
undersection(4)(b)(3)(A)of the Act.
Within oneyearof receivingthe
petition, theServiceis requiredunder
section4(b)(3)(B) of theAct to makea
finding asto whetherthepetitioned
actionis warranted.

The Servicewouldappreciateant’
additional data,information,or
commentsfrom the public,government
agencies,the scientificcommunity,
industry,or anyotherinterestedparty
concerningthestatusof theMexican
spottedowl.

Author

This noticewaspreparedby Charles
McDonald,AlbuquerqueEcological
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ServicesField Office, at theabove
address

Authority
The authorityfor this actionis the

EndangeredSpeciesAct (16 U.S.C.1531—
1543).

List of Subjectsin 50 CFR Part17

Endangeredandthreatenedspecies.
Fish,Marinemammals.Plants -

(agriculture).

Dated:March15, 1990.
RichardN. Smith,
.lctwçDirector,Fish and R’i/d!if~’Scrvfci~.
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