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December30, 1982, andtheService
seeksinformationuntil December13.
1990. -

DATES: Thefinding announcedin this
noticewasmadeon July 30, 1990.
Commentsandinformationshould be
submittedby December13, 1990. in
orderto beincorporatedinto the 12-
monthfinding.
ADDRESSES: Information,comments,or
questionsshould be submittedto the
Field Supervisor,U.S. Fish andWildlife
Service,EcologicalServicesField Office,
3530 PanAmericanHighway.NE., suite
D, Albuquerque,NewMexico 87107.The
petition, findings, supportingdata,and
commentsareavailablefor public
inspection,by appointment,during
normalbusinesshoursat the above
address.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
John Peterson,Field Supervisor,at the
aboveaddress(505/883—7877or FTS
474—7877).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service

50 CFR Part 17

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; Findings on a Petition To
List the Jemez Mountains Salamander
as Threatened or Endangered

AGENCY: Fish andWildlife Service,
Interior.
ACTION: Noticeof petitionfinding.

SUMMARY: The U.S. Fish andWildlife
Service(Service)announcesa90-day
finding for apetitionto amendtheList
of EndangeredandThreatenedWildlife
andPlants.The petitionhasbeenfound
to presentsubstantialinformation
indicating that listing the Jemez
Mountainssalamander(Plethodon
neomexicanus)asa threatenedor
endangeredspeciesmaybewarranted,
A statusreview wasinitiatedon

Section4(b)(3)(A) of the Endangered
SpeciesAct (Act) of 1973, asamended
(16 U.S.C.1531 etseq.),requiresthatthe
Servicemakea finding on whethera
petition to list, delist, or reclassifya
speciespresentssubstantialscientificor
commercialinformation indicatingthat
the petitionedactionmaybe warranted.
To themaximumextentpracticable,this
finding is to bemadewithin 90 daysof
receiptof thepetition, andthefinding is
to bepublishedpromptly in theFederal
Register.If thefinding is positive,the
Serviceis also requiredto promptly
commencea statusreview of the
species.In thecaseof the Jemez
Mountainssalamander,astatusreview
wasinitiai~edby aNoticeof Review
publishedDecember30, 1982 (47 FR
58454).

The Servicehasreceivedandmadea
90-dayfinding on thefollowing petition:

Dr. JamesR. Dixon submitteda
petition to theServiceto list theJamez
Mountainssalamander(Plethodon
neomexicanus)asathreatenedor
endangeredspecies.The petition was
datedFebruary13, 1990, andwas
receivedby the Serviceon February21,
1990.

TheJemezMountainssalamander
occursonly in theJemezMountainsof
northcentralNewMexico. It is foj.ind
primarilywithin theSantaFe National
Forest.Requiredhabitat for the
salamanderincludesdenselywooded,
shadycanyonson north-facingslopesat
elevationsof about2190—2800meters
(7200—9200feet). Theseareasare
typically vegetatedwith conifers.
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including whitefir, Engelmannspruce,
bluespruceandDouglasfir, andhave
the following characteristics:Multi-
storiedstands.moderatelyclosed
canopy,largetreesandstanddecadence
asindicatedby thepresenceof standing
deadtreesandfalling logs.The total
rangeof thespeciesis estimatedto be
approximately1,640squarekilometers
(630squaremiles).Within its range
populationsof thespeciesare
fragmentedby elevation,soil type,and
vegetation.Most landswherethe
salamanderis foundarepartof the
SantaFe NationalForest.The
salamanderis also foundon Los Alamos
NationalLaboratory,SantaClara
Pueblo,BandelierNationalMonument
andprivatelands.

Within theJemezMountainsthe
speciesis known to occurat
approximately23 locations,andit is
neverabundant.Between1986and1989,
130 sites likely to havesalamanders
werevisited.Of thesesites,only 16
were foundto have5 ormore
salamanders.Forthelast threeyears,
the U.S. ForestServicehasfunded
distributional andresearchstudieson
thesalamander.Thesestudieshave
beenconductedby theNewMexico
Departmentof GameandFishandto
datehavenot providedanyindication
that thesalamanderpopulationin the
JemezMountainsis largerthan
previouslyassumed.

The petitionstatedthat theJemez
Mountainssalamandermeritslisting
undertheAct for the following reasons:
Its currentpopulationnumbersarelow;
theintensity andfrequencyof logging
within its rangeis increasing;andthe
effectson thesalamanderof the soil
disturbance,erosion,dessication,and
dpcreasein thenumberof largedowned
logs associatedwith logging arenot
known. In additionto thesethreats,
salamanderpopulationsandhabitatare
beingthreatenedby theproposed
expansionof apumicemine.

After areviewof thepetition, and
informationotherwiseavailableto the
Service,theServicehasfoundthat the
petitionpresentedsubstantial
informationthat listing theJemez
Mountainssalamanderasathreatened
or endangeredspeciesmaybe
warranted.Within oneyearfrom the
datethepetitionwasreceived,the
Serviceis requiredundersection
4(b)(3)(B)of theAct to makeafinding as
to whetherthepetitionedactionis
warranted.

The Servicewould appreciateany
additionaldate,information,or
commentsfrom thepublic, government
agencies,thescientificcommunity,
industry,oranyotherinterestedparty

concerningthestatusof the Jemez

Mountainssalamander.

Author

The noticewaspreparedby GeraldL.
Burton, AlbuquerqueEcologicalServices
Field Office, at the aboveaddress,and
SonjaJahrsdoerfer,U.S. Fishand
Wildlife Service,P.O.Box 1306,
Albuquerque,NewMexico 87103.

Authority

Theauthorityfor this actionis the
EndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973, asamended
(16 U.S.C.1531—1543).

List of Subjectsin 50 CFR Part17

Endangeredandthreatenedspecies,
Exports,Imports, Reportingandrecord-
keepingrequirements,and
Transportation.

Dated:August 28,1990.
RichardN.Smith,
ActingDirector,FishandWildlifeService.
[FR Doc. 90—21969Filed9—17—90; 8:45 am]
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