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D~ted:July 1, 1994.
BruceBlancbard,
DeputyDirector. U.S. FishandWildlife
Service.

IFR Doc. 94—18439 Filed 7—27—94; 845amj
B1LUNG CODE 4310-55-P

5OCFRParII7 \~k(~—s4~
Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Ptants Notice of Extension of
Comment Period on Data Pertaining to
the Subspecies Taxonomy of the
California Gnatcatcher
AGENCY; Rish andWddiife Service,
Interior.
ACTION: Notice of extensionof public
commentperiod.

SUMMARY: The U.S. Fish andWildlife
Service(Service)givesnotice that the
commentperiodon thedatapertaining
to thesubspeciestaxonomyof the
Californiagxlatcatcheris extended.The
noticeof availability openingthepublic
commentperiodwaspublishedon June
2, 1994 (59 FR 28508)andopenedthe
commentperiodu~l August ‘1, 1994.
This noticeextendsthecommentperiod
until August 31, 1P94.
DATES: Commentsa~dmaterialsmustbe
receivedby August 31, 1994.
ADDRESSES:Copiesof thesubjectdata
areavailablefrom the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service,CarlsbadField Office,
2730 Loker AvenueWest,Carlsbad,
California 92008.Coru.mentsand
materialsconcerningthesedatashould
be submittedto theaboveaddress.The
data,public comments,andother
materialsreceivedwill be availablefor
public inspectionduringnormal
lusinessh~ui~,3t theaboveaddress.
FO~FL~ThER~FOR~ATIOH CONTACT:
Call Koi~’sicn,F~’~dSupervisor,at the
undressh~~Ja~o~a (telephone6~9/
431—~i4~w.tcL~jLlE3619/431—9624).

~UPPLEME.~l’r~YI~WORMATlON:

Bkgroertd

On Ntur~.h30, 1993, theU.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service(Service)publisheda
final rulein th~FederalRegister
dete~-minicgthecoastalCalifornia
~riatratcher to ho a thrna~enedspecies
(58FR l&?41). In its decisionto list the
gnaicatc]aer,theServicerelied, in part,
en ~axonornic studiesconductedby Dr.
JonathanAtwood of the Manomet Bird
Ohscrvatory,Manomet,Massachusetts.
As is thestandardpracticein the
scientifIccommunity,the Servicedid
not request,norwasit offered, thedata
collectedandusedby Dr. Atwood in
reachinghis conclusions.Instead,the
Servicedependedupon the conclusions

publishedby Dr. Atwood in a peer-
reviewedscientificarticleon the
subspeciflctaxonomyof the California
gnatcatcher(Atwood 1991).

In responseto a suit filed by the
EndangeredSpeciesCommitteeof the
Building Industry Association of
Southern California and the other
plaintiffs, theUnited StatesDistrict
Courtof the District of Columbia
vacatedthe listing of the coastal
Californiagnatcatcherbecausethe
Servicedid not makeavailable
Atwood’s datafor public reviewand
comment. In responseto thecourt
decision,Dr. Atwood releasedhisdata
to the Service, which theagencymade
available to the public for reviewand
commenton June2. 1994.On June 16,
1994,the court reinstatedthreatened
statusfor thecoastalCalifornia
gnatcatcheruntil the Secretary of the
Interior determineswhether the listing
should be revisedor revoked in light of
his reviewof the subject data and public
commentsreceivedduring the comment
period. This final finding will be
publishedin theFederalRegister.

On July 1, 1994,theplaintiffs
requesteda 100-dayextensionin the
commentperiod. BecausetheSecretary
had no objection to a 30-dayextension,
both parties stipulated that the comment
periodshall be extendedto August 31,
1994.
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Authority: Theauthorityfor this actionis
theEndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973, as
amended(16 U.S.C. 1361 ets~

9
.)

List ofSubjects

50 (YR Partl7

Endangeredandthrealerialspecies,
Exports,imports,Reporti~’:::u Record
KeepingRequirements,are
Transportation.

50 CFR Part 17

Endangeredand threatened spnci~s,
Exports, Impo~-ts,Reportingand
recordkeepingrequirements,
Transportation.

Dated:July 18, 1994.

ThomasJ. Dwyer,
ActingRegionalDirector, Region I 1] S. Fish
and Wildlife Service.

(FR Doc. 94—18361 Filed 7—27—94. 8:45 aml
BJLUNG cODE 4350-65-M

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration
50 CFR Part 681

(kD. 072094A]

RIN 0648—AF82

Crustacean Fisheries of the Western
Pacific Region

AGENCY: NationalMarineFisheries
Service(NMFS), National Oceanicand
AtmosphericAdministration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Noticeof availability of afishery
managementplan amendmentand
requestfor comments.

SUMMARY: NMFS issuesthis noticethat
theWesternPacificFishery
ManagementCouncil (Council)has
submittedAmendment8 to theFishery
ManagementPlan for theCrustacean
Fisheriesof the\VesternPacific Region
(FMP) for review by the Secretaryof
Commerce(Secretary),and is requesting
commentsfrom the public. Amendment
8 would implementadministrative
changesto the FMP to addressproblems
encounteredduring the first yearof a
limited entryandquotamanagement
program.
DATES: Written commentson the
amendmentmustbereceivedon or
beforeSeptember19, 1994.
ADDRESSES: All commentsshould be
sentto, RodneyR. Mclnnis, Acting
RegionalDirector(RD), Southwest
Region,NationalMarineFisheries
Service,501 WestOceanBoulevard,
Suite 4200,LongBeach,CA 90802—
4213.Copiesof theamendmentare

availableuponrequestfrom the
Council, 1164 Bishop Street,suite 1405,
Honolulu,HI 96813(808—522---8220).
FOR FURTHER ~NFOP,MATiC.NCONTACT:
SveinFougner,NMFS, (310) 980—4934,
or Alvin Katekaru, NMFS (808) 973—

2939.
SUPPL~ME~4TARYINFORs~ATiON:The
MagnusonFishery Conservationand
ManagementAct 16 U.S.C.1801 et seq.
(MagnusonAct) requiresthata Regional
Fishery ManagementCouncilsubmit
anyamendmentto afishery
managementplan it hasprepared to the
Secretaryfor review,disapproval,or
partial disapproval.The MagnusonAct
alsorequiresthattheSecretary,upon
receivingan aiuer~dment,immediately
publish anoticethattheamendmentis
available for public reviewand
comment.TheSecretarywill consider
all public commentsreceivedduringthe
public commentperiod In determining


